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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE TESTS TAUGHT AT EIU
CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University is helping
make the highways of the state safer.
Approximately 180 drivers license examiners from Secretary
of State Driver Services Division have been taught this summer
how to administer tests for the new Commercial Driver License.
As part of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986 under President
Reagan. the license program requires that the driver of a
commercial motor vehicle have a single driver license with
a single driving record and pass knowledge and skills tests
on the type of vehicle the driver has been licensed to drive.
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"Without a doubt, Illinois is one of the leaders for
testing of all levels of motorized vehicles," said Dan Bolin,
director of safety programs at Eastern since 1977.

"We hope

the Commercial Driver License will eliminate a lot of the
drug abuse, traffic violators and incompetent drivers that
shouldn't be on the road."
"At least one person at every facility in the state will
be a qualified examiner to administer the COL.

I think Illinois

is probably going to be the first state in the nation to have
this capability."
This is the fourth year Eastern has received a contract
from the Secretary of State's office.

"During the last three

years, we've given examiners behind-the-wheel experience to
upgrade their testing skills for existing tests," said Bolin.
Eastern is also under contract with Coca-Cola to train
their drivers in the Midwest, Bolin said.
Tom Akers, Roger Haberer, Kevin Lasley and Gene McFarland,
all of Charleston, served as instructors for the trucking
classes.
-30-

